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Prayer Diary 
September 2026 

St Columba’s 
Hillhead 
Parish Church 

Rejoice always, pray 
continually, give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 



Tuesday 1 

Kirk Session. Give thanks for 
our elders. Pray for them as 
they meet this evening to 
consider the topic of 
‘Mission’. Isaac Um,  
Glasgow Presbytery 
Mission, Pioneering and 
Planting Co-ordinator will be 
leading part of the meeting. 
Please pray that this will be a 
helpful time together as we 
seek to learn more about 
mission and to become a 
more missional church. 

 

Wednesday 2 

Friendship Club and 
Following Jesus Group. Give 
thanks for both these 
groups continue to meet 
regularly and for the 
members, carers and 
leaders who all contribute to 
making their evenings 
together happy and 
meaningful.  Pray for the 
Following Jesus Group as it 
restarts this evening after 
the summer break and for 
Friendship Club as it restarts 
next week. 

Pray for the ongoing life and 
fellowship of the groups 
that the love of Jesus will 
encourage and deepen the 
life of all and especially 
remember Pat Muir and the 
leaders that they may be 
inspired by the Lord to 
further this significant 
ministry. Give thanks for 
these valued groups and for 
the ministry in sharing Jesus 
with these valued people 
whom He loves and cares 
for. 

 

 

Thursday 3 

Those who are Unwell, in 
Hospital or in Care. 
Remember all those who are 
unwell, those awaiting 
surgery or treatment, those 
in care, and those who care 
for them. Give thanks for 
those who are recovering 
from surgery or treatment 
and pray that they will know 
increasing strength and 
wholeness in the 
forthcoming days. Pray that 
those who need medical 
help may receive their 
required care as promptly as 
possible. Especially 
remember those known to 
us suffering from chronic or 
terminal illness and those 
who live with ongoing pain. 
Pray that all may know God’s 
grace to be sufficient for 
their needs from day to day. 
Pray for an awareness of 
God’s presence and for his 
strength that is made 
perfect in weakness. 

 

Friday 4 

The Boys’ Brigade. Give 
thanks for the new Session 
which begins this evening 
for the Juniors and Company 
section and in two weeks’ 
time for the Anchors. 
Remember the leaders and 
boys as they engage afresh 
in activities and progress 
towards gaining badges and 
awards. Pray for a fruitful 
year of relationships and 
commitment as the boys 
seeks to learn and grow in 
stature and responsibility 
and for an interest among 
new boys to participate.  
Pray that all may come to a 
closer relationship with 

Jesus and through faith 
reflect the grace of the Lord 
in life and action. 

 

Saturday 5 

The Middle East. Continue 
to remember the ongoing 
complex situation in the 
Middle East. Pray for a 
willingness in the hearts and 
minds of key players in the 
region and leaders 
elsewhere to deescalate 
tensions and to promote 
peace. Pray for ordinary 
people whose lives have 
been significantly impacted 
and in some cases changed 
forever by conflict and war, 
violence and lawlessness, in 
the region. Pray for 
humanitarian relief to be 
delivered to those who need 
it most. Pray for Christians in 
the Middle East, who are 
often a minority group, to 
share the love of Jesus, to 
model the peace of Jesus, 
and to hold out the hope of 
Jesus in these days. 

 

Sunday 6 

St Columba’s Hillhead. 
Continue to pray for the 
upbuilding of the life and 
fellowship of the 
congregation, especially as 
we celebrate Communion 
today. Pray that we will all be 
deeply aware of Jesus’ 
sacrifice of himself for us 
today for the forgiveness of 
our sins and for our joining 
God’s family. Pray that as 
God’s people within our 
Church, we may work for the 
Lord together in unity and 
love and that the mission of 



the Church will know God’s 
blessing in life and witness.  

 

Monday 7 

The Bereaved. Remember 
those who have lost loved 
ones, especially those 
known to us personally. 
Remember those who have 
suffered through sudden 
trauma or chronic illness. 
Pray that the Lord in His 
compassion will be close to 
all those who mourn, 
especially through dark and 
difficult days. Pray too that 
those around them may be a 
quiet and sensitive support. 

 

Tuesday 8 

New Creations. Give thanks 
for the significant grant 
from the Church of 
Scotland’s ‘Seeds for 
Growth’ programme. Give 
thanks for how this will 
make a considerable 
contribution towards 
supporting Cassie as our 
Children and Families 
worker at the church. Pray 
for the overall aim of the 
New Creations project to 
revitalise and grow our 
young families ministry at St 
Columba’s Hillhead Church. 
Give thanks for the signs we 
have seen of that happening 
over the past year and pray 
that God may be pleased to 
bless the church similarly in 
the next two years of the 
New Creations project.   

Continue to give thanks for 
Cassie’s presence with us 
and her involvement in the 
regular programme of 
church services and events. 
Pray for Cassie as she builds 

relationships with young 
families, as she plans and 
prepares for activities, and 
in all her involvement in 
congregational and 
community life. Pray that 
she will be a great 
ambassador for the Lord in 
her work and witness. 

 

Wednesday 10 

Connect Café/Connect 
Families. Give thanks for all 
those who help and for all 
those whom we have been 
able to serve and get to 
know through Connect Café 
(the new name for ‘Warm  

Welcome’) and Connect  
Families (the after-school 
club held at Hillhead Halls).  
Praise God for the joint 
ministry with Kirkintilloch 
Baptist Church in this 
avenue of service.  

Pray that as both Connect 
Café and Connect Families 
have now restarted after the 
summer, that there would 
be much interest in both 
groups from the community. 
Give thanks for the recent 
leafletting in the area to 
advertise the groups.  

Pray that both these 
ministries would grow and 
develop in a way that 
honours God. 

 

Thursday 10 

Tomorrow, MPs in 
Westminster are due to 
vote on the second reading 
of the Assisted Suicide Bill. 
Pray that as MPs consider 
how to vote, they would be 
very mindful of the effect 
such a Bill would have on 

many vulnerable people, 
including those with 
disabilities, including 
through coercive influence, 
should it go on to become 
law. Disability groups are 
amongst many in a broad 
coalition opposed to the Bill. 
Pray for the wider church to 
be clear in upholding the 
teaching of Scripture that 
our times are in God’s hands. 
Pray too that the debate 
around end of life care may 
act as a stimulus to 
providing good quality 
palliative care to all who 
need it. 

 

Friday 11 

Little Fishes and Busy Bees.  
Give thanks that these 
groups continue to be well-
attended each week. 
Remember the leaders and 
helpers of both groups as 
they plan and oversee the 
life of these groups 
especially for safety and 
wisdom in the outworking of 
the activities. Pray that 
those who come along, both 
carers and children, that 
they will be aware that they 
are coming into a warm, 
inviting place where they are 
valued and a desire to know 
more about Jesus’ love.  

 

Saturday 12 

New Church Roof. Give 
thanks for God’s gracious 
provision of funding, and the 
generosity of many, for our 
new church roof. Pray for 
the next phase of the 
project. Pray that the work 
would proceed in line with 
the planned schedule and 



be completed to a high 
standard. Please pray too 
that God’s gracious hand 
would continue to be on this 
project. 

 

Sunday 13 

Back to Church Sunday. 
Pray for the special Back to 
Church service next Sunday 
morning. Pray for 
opportunities to invite folks 
to that service. Pray that 
many may come and be 
blessed in doing so. 

God of mission, 
Who alone brings growth to 
your Church, 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 
Vision to our planning, 
Wisdom to our actions, 
Joy to our worship, 
And power to our witness. 
Help our church to grow in 
numbers, 
In spiritual commitment to 
you, 
And in service to our local 
community, 
Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Monday 14 

Mission Aviation Fellowship 
(MAF). Since the Iran War 
erupted on 28 February, 
shipping through the Strait  

of Hormuz has been greatly 
reduced. The Strait of 
Hormuz is one of the world’s 
busiest oil shipping 
channels and this has sent 
global fuel prices soaring. 

In most of the low-income 
countries where MAF 
provides a humanitarian air 
operation, the price of fuel 

has risen considerably and 
this is of great concern.  

Donovan Palmer, CEO of 
MAF International writes: 
‘Most of us are deeply 
worried about fuel costs, but 
MAF’s flying literally means 
life or death for some of the  

world’s most isolated 
communities. Therefore, we 
can’t stop and won’t stop 
flying. We are doing 
everything we can to 
continue providing a 
lifesaving service for the 
world’s most isolated 
communities. Delivering 
healthcare, development 
and essential supplies is a 
top priority, but the current 
fuel crisis could put severe 
pressure on our ability to 
provide essential 
connections for the world’s 
most vulnerable in the near 
future.’ 

Please pray for God’s 
provision of the necessary 
fuel for MAF’s important 
work amongst some of the 
poorest and most isolated 
communities in the world. 

 

Tuesday 15 

The Guild. Give thanks for 
the new Session of the Guild 
which resumes today. Give 
thanks for Carol Johnston as 
the Convener and for 
Margaret Rogerson as 
Secretary as well as the 
supporting members of the 
Committee under the  
theme ‘Beyond the Walls’. 
Give thanks for the new 
programme of speakers 
who will be visiting the 
church. Pray that the Guild 
and the Church will be 

enriched by the worship, 
fellowship and service of the 
Guild members and that 
they will grow in faith, hope 
and love and encourage one 
another as the session 
progresses. Pray for the 
many projects which the 
Guild supports both at home 
and abroad that Christ may 
be honoured and many 
helped in various works of 
service and action. 

 

Wednesday 16 

Midweek Fellowship. Give 
thanks for the regular 
weekly meeting of the 
Midweek Fellowship and for 
the opportunity to worship 
God and share fellowship 
together, especially for 
those who may not be able 
to attend Church on 
Sundays. Praise the Lord for 
the love, support and 
encouragement shared 
amongst those who attend. 
Pray for Philip as he 
prepares for this Meeting 
that the Word of God may 
bear much fruitfulness in the 
hearts and lives of those 
who attend and pray that 
more people may desire to 
come along.  

 

Thursday 17 

Walk and Talk. Remember 
the Walk & Talk Group as it 
continues to enjoy meeting 
on Thursday afternoons for 
an hour or so of walk and 
conversation. Remember 
those who regularly share 
together in this hour of 
gentle exercise and the 
opportunity to socially share 
interest in each other and 



their lives. Pray for those 
who come regularly and for 
new members that each will 
feel welcomed and know 
the mutual interest and love 
gained from ‘a listening ear’.   

 

Friday 18 

Ukraine. Continue to 
remember all those 
affected by the war in 
Ukraine. Remember 
especially refugees in 
neighbouring European 
countries. Pray for those 
families with members that 
are separated from each 
other; for those who have 
lost loved ones and where 
homes, and communities 
have been devastated. Pray 
that God in His mercy may 
bring an end to the suffering 
and loss of life. Pray for 
peace and security for 
Ukraine and pray for world 
leaders that they may 
exercise wisdom and 
discretion and a willingness 
to see a resolution to the 
conflict. Give thanks for 
churches in Ukraine that 
amidst the hardships and 
challenges they face, they 
will continue to hold out the 
hope there is in Jesus and 
offer practical help as they 
are able where it is needed. 

 

Saturday 19 

The Suffering Church. Pray 
for the estimated 388 
million Christians worldwide 
today who experience 
severe persecution or 
discrimination because of 
their faith in Jesus. Give 
thanks for the well-attended 
Open Doors UK ‘World 

Watch’ event at the 
beginning of 2026 in 
Westminster where 112 
MPs learned more about the 
suffering church worldwide. 
Pray for David Smith, MP, 
the UK’s Special Envoy for 
Freedom of Religion or 
Belief. Pray that he may 
have wisdom and boldness 
in his work. Pray too that he 
may he be an effective 
advocate as he seeks to 
promote freedom of religion 
worldwide. 

 

Sunday 20 

Back to Church Sunday. 
Pray for the special Back to 
Church service this morning. 
Pray that visitors will feel 
welcome amongst us. Pray 
that the content of the 
service might be 
understandable. Pray that 
each person would have an 
awareness of God’s 
presence with us. 

Pray too for Sunday Club, 
including Little Lights, now 
that it has been going for a 
few weeks after the 
summer break. Pray that the 
children would enjoy 
meeting together to learn 
more about Jesus in an age-
appropriate way. Pray for 
the leaders, that God would 
bless them in their 
preparation and in all they 
do. Give thanks for the 
valued part the children play 
in our church family. 

 

Monday 21 

Scottish Bible Society (SBS). 
Almost 3 in 10 children do 
not know that the story of 
Jesus’ birth is from the Bible. 

It’s sad that increasing 
numbers of children in the 
U.K. are growing up unaware 
of the Bible. “Bibles for 
Bairns” gives Scottish 
children the opportunity to 
listen to Bible stories from 
the start of their lives. It 
gives families the chance to 
bond through reading the 
Bible together and to 
develop a foundation for 
faith in Jesus. Once a child 
has been signed up for the 
programme, they receive 
the gift of a Share a Story 
Bible on their first birthday. 
As the child celebrates 
further birthdays, they will 
receive birthday cards and 
fun resources to encourage 
the whole family to keep 
engaging with their Bible. 
And finally, when they turn 
five, they will be given a 
children’s Bible. Please pray 
for the staff and volunteers 
of the Scottish Bible Society 
as they reach out to families 
across Scotland. Pray that 
the toddlers Bibles given as 
birthday gifts will become 
central to children’s early 
years. 

 

Tuesday 22 

5th Kirkintilloch Brownies. 
Give thanks for the local 
Brownie Pack which meets 
on Tuesday evenings in 
Hillhead Halls and 
remember Lynne Semple as 
Brownie Leader in her 
encouragement of the 
young folks. Pray that the 
young ones will grow in 
wisdom as they learn about 
life and develop life skills for 
maturity. Pray that they will 
know and care for one 



another and honour the 
Brownie Guide Code in 
practice. Pray that they will 
know the love and support 
of the Church fellowship. 

 

Wednesday 23 

Jo Crotty, Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. Pray for Jo as 
she is currently based in 
Melbourne, Australia: 

1) For Jo’s ongoing course 
work towards an MA in 
Education. 

2) For God’s strength and 
grace for Jo’s brother 
Greg and his wife 
Maureen and all family as 
Greg’s MND progresses 
and each day is a 
challenge. 

3) For Jo’s work in 
supporting and caring for 
Wycliffe workers on 
home assignment in 
Australia. 

 

Thursday 24 

Scripture Union. Give thanks 
for all the young people who 
went to Scripture Union 
holidays over the summer, 
for the fun they had and the 
friendships they made, for 
the talks and discussions 
enabling them to explore 
the significance of Jesus. 
Give thanks also for the 
well-attended LeadUp 
conference for young 
leaders.  

Give thanks for all the 
venues where Scripture 
Union holidays take place. 
Pray for the plan to 
significantly develop the 
facilities at Lendrick Muir, 
that God would provide all 

that is needed for that 
project and move people to 
give generously towards it. 

 

Friday 25 

The Lodging House Mission. 
Give thanks for the 
opportunity to support 
TLHM at our upcoming 
Harvest Service. TLHM ask 
for prayer for the following:   

1) Safety for all our guests 
and staff. We have 
recently experienced 
higher numbers during 
peak hours, which means 
more people moving 
around the hall and more 
activity around the 
building. This means 
working a little harder 
practical to keep 
everyone safe and ensure 
we spot those in need of 
help.  

2) Wisdom for our staff as 
we work alongside 
individuals experiencing 
complex mental health 
challenges. We want LHM 
to be a safe and 
welcoming place for 
anyone who needs us. At 
times this means helping 
people whose mental 
health presents with 
challenging behaviour, 
that can create difficult 
dynamics with other 
guests. Please pray for 
staff as they seek to 
make every guest feel 
safe and welcome. 

3) New Volunteers – we're 
delighted to have 
welcome some new 
volunteers on to the 
team. Please pray that 
they will feel welcomed 

as part of the team and 
enjoy their time with us! 

 

Saturday 26 

Leprosy Mission. Give 
thanks for the work of the 
Leprosy Mission worldwide 
and for our own Leprosy 
Mission GB. Pray for all 
those affected by leprosy 
today with the many 
impacts it has on people’s 
lives, livelihoods, and 
relationships. Thank God for 
the work in Jesus’ name of 
places like Anandaban 
Hospital in Nepal. Pray that 
many would find hope in 
Jesus who touched and 
healed those whom others 
ignored. 

 

Sunday 27 

The Church and Ministry.  
Remember the work and 
ministry of God’s servants 
today as they proclaim the 
Word of God that they may 
know God’s Hand upon 
them as they serve the Lord. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit’s 
boldness in preaching and 
for God’s Word to bear 
much fruit in peoples’ lives. 
Pray that His ministers may 
be mindful and watchful as 
faithful leaders of Christ’s 
Church and that God may 
protect them in their living 
out of the Gospel in daily life. 
Pray for the Presbytery of 
Glasgow in the often painful 
process of enacting the 
Presbytery Mission Plan. 
Pray for the ongoing life and 
witness of St Columba’s 
Hillhead, and for other 
churches in the presbytery, 
in working together to 



promote discipleship and 
mission in their local areas. 

 

Monday 28 

Those with Mental Health 
Issues. Remember those 
whose mental health is 
struggling at the moment, 
especially young people 
suffering from social media 
and life issues. Pray that the 
Lord would draw close to 
those who are despairing. 
Especially remember those 
known to us who may be 
struggling. Pray that the 
Lord will give us the right 
words to say to someone 
who is suffering and pray for 
opportunities for healing 
conversations. Pray for an 
increase in understanding 
and empathy for mental 
health issues in society and 
within the Church. Pray that 
those suffering will find 
comfort and respite and a 
path to full healing. 
Remember also those 
supporting them that they 
may know patience, love, 
hope and healing. 

 

Tuesday 29 

Bethany Christian Trust. 
Since 2013 as part of BCT, 
‘Connect to Community’ has 
been working with men and 
women on their journey 
after prison. In 2024/25 
‘Connect to Community’ 
supported more than 75 
individuals in the community 
after their release from 
prison. They were able to do 
this because of the amazing 
volunteer befriending 
mentors they have. These 
volunteers are supported by 

a small team who work as 
reintegration and 
resettlement workers 
across Scotland.  

There is need for more 
volunteers because 
‘Connect to Community’ is 
receiving more and more 
referrals to their service. 
Pray that God would put it in 
people’s hearts to respond 
to this opportunity to serve. 
Pray too for those who 
attended the recent training 
for this befriending role in 
Glasgow, that they would be 
a blessing to those they 
come alongside and 
support. 

 

Wednesday 30 

Gary Caldwell. Give thanks 
for Gary’s ministry amongst 
us in the summer. Gary asks 
us to pray for his prison 
chaplaincy work in Shotts: 

1) give thanks for the guys 
with a strong faith who 
are also mentoring others 
on the wings with 
questions about faith. 

2) pray for hope and 
purpose in Jesus for 
those who struggle to see 
any way they will ever get 
out of prison and feel they 
have nothing to live for. 

3) Pray for a 10-week block 
of meetings Gary is 
starting this month called 
faith and football. This is 
an introduction to faith 
built around a football 
theme. Pray that this will 
connect with, and be 
helpful to, guys who don't 
normally come to 
services. 

 

 

 


