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From the Manse

Over the last months I’ve been enjoying getting out and about 
on my bike whenever I can. However, as I’ve been pedalling 
along (at a fairly modest pace it must be said!) the chain has 
been picking up bits of dirt making it more and more difficult 
to keep on the move. What a relief to get the chain cleaned 
up last week and to stop feeling every journey was uphill!

As we go about our day to day lives, it’s very easy to pick up 
habits that hold us back from following Jesus. Sometimes, 
these things take hold of us almost without our noticing. Over 
time, however, they slow up our spiritual progress.

In the letter to the Hebrews, we’re told to “throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles” so that we 
can “run with perseverance the race marked out for us” 
(Hebrews 12:1). 

As we celebrate St Columba’s 50th Anniversary this autumn, 
what better time to examine whether there’s anything holding 
us back from following Jesus?  If there is, and we’re prepared 
to ditch it, we’ll find it a whole lot easier to run the race God 
has marked out for us.

May I run the race before me,

Strong and brave to face the foe,

Looking only unto Jesus

As I onward go.

Your minister and friend,

Philip

   St. Columba's Hillhead
Congregational Magazine
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In the light of increasing poverty, why not just redistribute the wealth? 
Where do our economic imperatives come from?
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                          FLOWER ROTA
We are grateful to those who donate flowers to beautify the 
Church Sunday by Sunday and to those who give of their time 
to deliver them to people in the Congregation who we would 
wish to assure of our prayers and support.  
Thank you all for your part in this two-fold Ministry.

Delivery Rota for the next Four Months

DONATION                    DELIVERY

September
      1 Mrs R Innes Irene Armstrong 12
      8 Mrs C Grant Janet Brown          1
     15 Mrs I Perry Christine Grant  2
     22 Mrs D Morgan Mr & Mrs I Muir  3
       29 Joan Beattie  4

October      
      6 Mrs A McKelvie Sheena Wright          5
      13 Mrs G McGuire          Moira French    7
      20       Mr & Mrs D Oliphant Wilma ***
      27 Mrs A Craig & Mrs J Davidson Julie Reid 8
   
November
      3 Mrs P McKinlay Glenys Swann 9
     10 Remembrance Sunday Ishbel Thomson 10
     17 The Guild Lydia Ramsay 11     
     24 Mr & Mrs J Thomson Irene Armstrong 12

December
       1 Mr K Staward Janet Brown 1
       8 The Swann Family Christine Grant 2
      15 Mrs Janet Muir Mr & Mrs I Muir 3
      22 Joan Beattie 4
      29 Sheena Wright 5

St Columba's Hillhead Parish Church is situated on two sites - the 
St Columba's site and the Hillhead site.  The addresses of these 
are below: -

                 St Columba's
   Old Aisle Road
      Kirkintilloch
        G66 3HQ

                        Hillhead
        2 Rosebank Avenue

       Kirkintilloch
 G66 2PR

                Minister:   Rev. Philip Wright

Telephone:  07427 623393
E-mail: PWright@churchofscotland.org.uk

           

      

   Charity No.  SC008735
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Fabric Update
The refurbishment of the COMMITTEE Room has proved to 
be a valuable space for meetings and other uses.

The extensive changes in the LARGE HALL are virtually 
complete and we were fortunate to have received a donation 
for the cost of the new flooring. The decoration and the new 
heating system make a practical difference to the many users 
of the hall.

Work is now underway to upgrade the VESTRY and for the 
refurbishment of the SMALL HALL.

The downstairs LADIES TOILET and the upstairs MENS 
TOILET are in need of total renewal and the Congregational 
Board have decided to hold a GIFT DAY on Sunday 15th 
September in an effort to provide funds for those renewals. 

GIFT ENVELOPES will be available on the day and can be 
used whether donators have Gift Aid or not.

Please ask any member of the Finance Committee or the 
Church Secretary if you have any questions.

The CHURCH OFFICE will also accept gift donations in the 
following weeks of September.

Neil Bathie

From the Manse

We’ve been looking at the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans 
for quite a few weeks now on Sunday mornings at St Columba’s 
Hillhead. It is a wonderful ‘Course on Christianity’. Paul sets out 
how we become a Christian, how we are to live as Christians, 
and what our destiny is as Christian people. He tells us of God’s 
many blessings to us, and most of all the gift of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. I am finding going through the book of Romans so 
helpful for my own faith in Christ. I hope you are too. 
It is perhaps hard to imagine, when Paul is in full flow 
proclaiming the Gospel, that he was not always like this. There 
was a time when he was a great persecutor of the early church. 
But God, in his grace, led Paul to Himself on the Road to 
Damascus. As Paul put his faith in Christ, he became a new 
man.
When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, the question in so many of the 
Believers’ minds was – can Paul the Persecutor really be a 
Christian now? It is at this point that a man called Barnabas 
(which means ‘Son of Encouragement’) took Paul to the other 
Apostles, and reassured them that Paul’s faith in Christ was the 
real deal. Paul had ‘seen the Lord’ and ‘preached fearlessly in 
the name of Jesus’ (Acts 9:27). Barnabas’s encouragement that 
Paul was indeed a genuine Believer, and an Apostle of Christ, 
was hugely significant in Paul then being welcomed as a fellow-
Apostle.
What a difference an encouraging word can make! Barnabas 
was an encouragement by name and an encouragement by 
nature. He went on to accompany Paul in the early part of his 
ministry. 
We all have different gifts to use for the benefit of the church. 
Some of these are more prominent than others. All are 
important. The gift of encouragement can be such a blessing to 
others. A word of encouragement can affirm someone in their 
service. It can help them see that what they do is worthwhile.  



From the Manse (cont'd)

It can even motivate them to carry on. Some people are 
especially good at encouraging others. But we must all 
encourage one another in the family of God (1 Thessalonians 
5:11).
Take time to look around the church and see the many ways that 
people serve the Lord and one another. Take time to say, ‘thank 
you’ and to affirm others in their service. Let’s encourage one 
another to grow in our faith in Christ, perhaps as we talk about 
something mentioned in the sermon over tea and coffee after the 
service is over. Let’s go out of our way to encourage those who 
are going through difficult times.   
And here’s a final thought. Another way we can encourage one 
another is by focussing on the worship of God and the fellowship 
of His people on a Sunday. It is a day of rest.  

Your minister and friend,

Philip 
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The Church Family 

Thank You
Thank you so much for the beautiful bouquet of flowers I 
received on Sunday 14th January after my return home from 
hospital.  It is a lovely selection of roses, lilies and carnations, 
which creates a great fragrance throughout the house.    
Thank you too for your prayers, your good wishes and your 
many cards during the past few weeks. It is a wonderful thing to 
know that so many people are thinking of me and wishing me 
well.

Rena Stewart.

New Members

We have been delighted to welcome Mike Hall and also Rachel 
and Chris MacLeod into membership here at St Columba’s 
Hillhead.

Church Membership
If you would like to discuss membership here at St Columba’s 
Hillhead please speak with the Minister. 
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The Upper Room

Like other members of the congregation I have used a few 
different Bible readers over the years, but I am most happy 
with The Upper Room.  Different people may have different 
habits, but I like to start my day with it.  Before I allow myself to 
enjoy the reading, I like to see who has written today's daily 
reading and what country they come from.  I find it easy to 
understand, yet I can be challenged by the reading and the 
writer's personal reflection.
A friend of mine recently began to show an interest in finding 
faith and asked to meet for a chat.  I passed them a copy of 
the current issue of The Upper Room and was so pleased to 
hear back that he, too, is now benefitting from a daily read of 
The Upper Room.  So I can certainly recommend it.

Maureen Fleming

Prayer at St Columba's Hillhead
It is good to see so many people making use of the Church 
Prayer Diary. This is available every month at the Sunday and 
Midweek Services. It can also be downloaded from the church 
website, www.kirkintillochstcolumbas.org.uk 
If you don’t already make use of the Church Prayer Diary, do 
consider doing so. We already print around 30 copies each 
month, but it would be even better to have to print more! 
On Thursday evenings (term time) at the manse, all are 
welcome to join in a time of prayer at 7pm. We start with tea 
and coffee before moving to prayer. We are usually done by 
around 8:15pm. Please do join us then if you are able. 

…if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14.
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Holy Week and Easter Services

We are glad to be planning three Holy Week Services this year 
in partnership with St Mary’s and St David’s Churches. Services 
will be held at 7:30pm each evening in the following locations:

Wed 27th March,
Service at St David’s led by Rev Philip Wright

Thu 28th March  
     Serrvice at St Columba's Hillhead led by Rev Ruth

Morrison

Fri 29th March,
Service at St Mary’s led by Rev Derek Peat

Please note that the Holy Week Services will not be available 
online. 
Also on Good Friday, Fri 29 March, ACTS (Churches Together) 
Lenzie & Kirkintilloch is arranging a ‘Walk for Witness’ from 
Lenzie to Kirkintilloch, culminating in a short service at St 
David’s Church. The walk will start at 10:15am from Lenzie Old 
Church, stop at Freeland Place at 11:00am and finish around 
noon in Kirkintilloch.
There is also a short service at 8am on Easter Sunday morning 
at the Hillhead Halls. This will be followed by a walk to St Mary’s 
Church, with Bible readings and worship on the way, where 
there will be breakfast and worship. 
Our Easter Sunday Morning Service is an All Age Service It will 
be held at St Columba’s at 10:30am. 
We also have an Easter Songs of Praise at 6:30pm at the 
Hillhead Halls, where we look forward to singing some favourite 
Easter hymns and songs and hearing the Gospel writer’s 
accounts of Jesus’ resurrection.



Easter Café

We are looking forward to holding an Easter Café at the St 
Columba’s Halls between 10am and 12 noon on Saturday 30th 
March. Join us for a fun-filled morning for children and adults 
alike! 
Please do invite friends and neighbours. 
Alongside the Café, there will be Easter crafts and games for 
children. We are also planning to have an Easter Reflection and 
an Easter Egg Hunt for children. 

Midweek Service
The Midweek Service continues to be a great opportunity to 
meet together for worship in the middle of the week. It takes 
place at 10am on Wednesday mornings in the Small Hall at St 
Columba’s. 
The service lasts for about 35 minutes, and we are able to sing, 
pray and learn from the Bible together. We have been looking 
together at the book of Ruth most recently. After the service, 
there is the opportunity for fellowship over tea and coffee for 
those who can stay.
The Midweek Service has provided an opportunity for some who 
are unable to come to the church service on a Sunday morning 
to do so in the middle of the week. It may be there are others 
reading this who cannot come on a Sunday but could on a 
Wednesday?  If so, you’d be very welcome. 
We are planning to celebrate communion together at the 
Midweek Service on Wed 27 March. We then expect to take a 
break on Wed 3 and 10 April before resuming on Wed 17 April.
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The Leprosy Mission

Just before Christmas, it was decided to mark World Leprosy 
Sunday, which was on 28th January.  We  tried to get a speaker 
to visit the church, unfortunately the office in Stirling was closing 
at the end of January so we were unable to get one.  Philip 
managed to show a video about leprosy and thereafter a 
collection was made on behalf of the Leprosy Mission.  This has 
realised the sum of £438 which is superb.  Together with other 
monies recently collected we have been able to send a cheque 
for the sum of £550.00 to the Leprosy Mission.  
This is a fantastic amount and the money will certainly be well 
used, so thank you very much to everyone who has donated this 
money.
Whilst there are still the small blue collecting tubs, there are now 
cardboard collecting boxes which are in the Leprosy Mission box 
in the church vestibule.  There are also gift aid envelopes 
available and if you wish to make a donation at any time, please 
take an envelope and place it in the collecting plate which will be 
passed to myself.
I would like to mention a super saver we have had recently.  Neil 
phoned me after New Year and he had been to visit his brother in 
law over the festive period. He had a big bag of coin which he 
didn't know what to do with, so Neil mentioned the Leprosy 
Mission.  He came home with this bag of money and I duly took it 
to the bank  The coins were counted and there was the sum of 
£29.00 in 2p and 1p pieces  Well done to Neil and indeed his 
brother in law for this collection.  We look forward to the next visit 
to his brother in law.
Once again, grateful thanks to everyone who has donated all the 
money to this very worthwhile cause and for the continued 
support with the ongoing collection of loose coin.

Margaret McCallum



Sunday Club

It is great to have Sunday Club with us during the regular 
Sunday morning services at St Columba’s Hillhead. Sunday Club 
meets each week and has recently been looking at the life of 
David. It has been great to have some siblings of Noah’s Ark 
children come and join us at Sunday Club.
We don’t currently have Bible Class for secondary school aged 
young people, but would be glad to set this back up as 
necessary.

Mens Group

On Mondays from the start of the 2024 session the group have 
been concentrating on the various competions; Darts,  Table 
Tennis, Pool, Snooker, Carpet Bowls and Dominoes.  
We have been playing and completing each of the rounds under 
the watchful eye and pressure of our Games Co-ordinator, Drew 
Watson. 
Drinking tea or coffee, eating biscuits and putting the world to 
rights are not included as part of the competitions!  That is a 
continuing and ongoing duty that everyone excels at.
Each of the competitions are going well, so far, culminating  in 
the quarter finals, semi's and finals during the next few weeks.  
Thereafter it will be time for our AGM, followed by the 
Presentation Dinner, to be held this year on Wednesday 20th 
March at Hayston Golf Club, (Venues appear to be restricting 
their Monday availability).  This will conclude our 2023/2024 
session.
Everyone is looking forward to embarking on their individual 
Spring and Summer activities prior to returning in the Autumn.

,John Clayton - Chairman
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The Guild

By the time you will be reading this we will be approaching the 
end of a very successful session with an excellent attendance 
each week.
In January we had our first Burns Night post Covid, which proved 
to be a great night enjoyed by many of our congregation. The 
Haggis was piped in by Graham Bell and was addressed by Ian 
Gibb. The entertainment was provided by The Anderson Singers.   
Another very popular event was our  Annual Quiz hosted by 
Allan Geekie.   Thereafter we are all looking forward to brighter 
warmer days ahead.

Janet Brown - Secretary
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The Guild (cont'd)
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1st Kirkintilloch Company

Anchor Section
Well, how do I begin this latest report? 

As you will remember we have been struggling with numbers 
this session with our total boys attending slowly growing to ten 
over the year. This was the case up until the beginning of 
February when a further ten new starts joined us on the same 
night. Why so many at the one time you may ask? Simple 
answer, one boy wanted to come along and when his mother 
mentioned it to other mums at school all the male population of 
Primary 1 at Gartconner decided to come along too. 
A noisy, chaotic but great night was had by all so much so that 
all our new starts have taken joining forms and are keen to 
continue. Therefore, we have gone from low numbers to having 
a waiting list for new starts. Our thanks to all of you who have 
remembered us in your prayers over the current session.
Our thanks also go to our link elder Jo who came to visit us on 
the second night of twenty boys and as always got fully 
involved doing crafts and playing games with them. Jo has 
always been and remains a tremendous support for the 
section.
We look forward to working with the new starts and welcome 
them into the wider church family. Hopefully we will help them 
to develop into confident young boys and learn about Christian 
values and the love of our Lord Jesus
We are nearly reaching the end of this session and our longer 
serving boys are well on the way to achieving their programme 
awards with just a few loose ends to tie up. These are mainly 
outdoor activities and with the lighter nights just round the 
corner they should be achievable.



1st Kirkintilloch Company

Anchor Section (cont'd)

The new starts obviously will not achieve their badges this year 
however they have started completing the tasks required and 
with a bit of luck they will achieve their green badges during next 
session and be able to start working towards their blue badge 
early next year with the hope of catching up to a full complement 
of badges by the time they move up to Junior Section.
Meanwhile may we wish you all a blessed Easter and the joy of 
warmer weather.

Lorna, Margaret & Fraser

Junior Section 

Where has the time gone! It only seems like yesterday we were 
looking forward to Christmas and spending time with our friends 
and families!
As we look back over the last couple of months, it’s always good 
to reflect…the boys’ attended the Battalion Christmas movie 
night where they were entertained watching “Deck the Halls”, 
along with some juice and hotdogs, the boys thoroughly enjoyed 
this event! 
We also had our Christmas party where they enjoyed more food, 
games and had lots of fun! 
After Christmas we have spent some time learning about Noah 
and his ark, creating pictures of how the boys imagined the ark 
to be. 
We have also tried out some figure marching and some new 
games including head, shoulders, knee’s and cone, Some touch 
rugby and even tried to catch the feathered object! 
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Junior Section (cont'd)

The boys’ helped celebrate Chinese new year by creating some 
very colourful dragons and lanterns!  Check them out on our 
facebook page! www.facebook.com/1stkirkintillochbb

Our session so far has been fun filled and its encouraging to see 
even later on in the session our numbers are strong and actually 
increasing! Welcome to the new boys’ who have joined for the 
first time! 
It was nice to see Pat Muir our link elder come along a few 
weeks ago and see how well the section is doing. Hopefully we 
get a good report. 
Congratulations to Ross Harrison and his partner Katey on the 
birth of their daughter, I’m sure the boys’ all enjoyed meeting her 
when she came along to visit! 
We are all looking forward to the lighter nights coming in and 
hopefully we can get back to doing some activities outdoors.
Coming up soon is the Strathkelvin Battalion overnight at 
INNOFLATE in Cumbernauld, with a great many of our section 
hoping to attend and enjoy an unusual oportunity.
Hope everyone is looking forward to the clocks changing and 
seeing what delights spring time will bring.

David, Ross, Matthew and all the Boys’
1st Kirkintilloch Junior Section

1st Kirkintilloch Company 

http://www.facebook.com/1stkirkintillochbb


Company Section and Seniors

We are now in the spring term of our BB calendar and although 
our number remain low weekly attendance has remained high.  
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Card 
delivery service as a result we were able to donate £350 to East 
Dunbartonshire Foodbank.  By popular demand our Christmas 
activity was once again a film night with a chip shop tea, both 
the film and the various selections of chip shop fayre were 
enjoyed by all.
Following his wedding Keith has moved to the east side of the 
country and while he will be missed by leaders and boys alike, 
we wish him and Hanneke well.  One of Keith’s last badge 
classes was to take the boys through a very interesting and 
helpful First Aid theory class on CPR.   Continuing the First Aid 
theme we followed up the theory of CPR with practical sessions 
using the dummy known as Resusci Annie. 
Lego building and Lego electronics continues to be popular, with 
some able to build quite complex Lego cars very quickly.  Our 
table tennis, pool and board games continue to be popular.  The 
God spot continues to look at current issues and the Christian 
response along with bible topics such as the Beatitudes v the 
Ten Commandments (The Old Law and the New Law).

Dillon and Daniel have recently attended a Building the Skills 
course, which is a requirement for their President’s Badge, 
which they are both now well on the way to obtaining.

George Kidd and Team.

1st Kirkintilloch Company 
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Hello from the Brownies!  We have been busy these past months 
learning about first aid, the oceans and how we can take care of 
them, plus the creatures who call the sea their home. 
In December we joined in with our District to go to the cinema to 
see "Wish", the new Disney cartoon.
Kirkintilloch East District got together again to celebrate Thinking 
Day on 22nd February. Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and all the 
leaders renewed their Promise as well as completing challenges 
and crafts based on guiding throughout the world annd of course 
there was singing!
Mother’s Day and Easter give us the opportunity to do craft work 
so March will be a busy month.
We hope everyone enjoys the Easter holidays.
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 5th  Kirkintilloch Brownies   



Christian Aid Report Spring 2024 

Christian Aid Week this year will take place from Sunday, 12th to 
Saturday, 18th May 2024.  Donation envelopes will be available 
on Sunday 5th May and can be returned to the Church on the 
following Sundays.
The annual Christian Aid Service for all the local churches will 
take place in Hillhead Church Halls during April and the date will 
be advertised in the Sunday sheets once it has been confirmed.
The appeal for donations for humanitarian aid for the people of 
Gaza is still ongoing and details can be found on the Christian 
Aid website.
Other items on the website include an update of the support 
being offered to the people of Southern Turkey and North West 
Syria in the aftermath of the two major earthquakes which 
caused so much devastation in February 2023.

There is also an item which details the problems being faced 
because of climate change by the flower growers in Kenya, 
Columbia and The Netherlands.  Many of the flowers, 
particularly roses, that we purchase in our supermarkets are 
grown in Kenya and severe drought followed by sudden heavy 
rainfall has caused many plants to die severely affecting the 
livelihoods of the growers.  
Many poor communities throughout the world depend on the 
work of charities like Christian Aid to provide relief and fund 
projects which help them to feed themselves and educate their 
children.

Geraldine Fox
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The Friendship Club & Following Jesus Group

Both groups have now settled back after our very enjoyable 
Christmas outing to Pro Bowl.
The Friendship Club are learning about Moses at present. We 
have become aware of God's special plan for him since his birth 
and that it was God who guided thevprincess to find his basket 
hidden in the reeds. We will now follow God's plan for Moses' 
life, including the plagues and the parting of the Red Sea.

The Following Jesus Group have now had only one meeting, 
the theme of which was Love - "Love one another as I have 
loved you".  It followed that the craft that evening was a type of 
Valentine card, which said on the front, "Who Loves You" and 
Inside " Jesus and ....?...Loves You".

Prospects Across Scotland have sent a huge 'Thank You' to St 
Columba's Hillhead for the wonderful sum of £470.84, that was 
raised from our 'Smarty Tube' event.  A copy of the receipt will 
be displayed on the church information boards.

Our next event is the Annual Prospects Across Scotland 
weekend at Tulliallan.  There is usually a good number attend 
from our groups and we are leading the Saturday morning 
service this year.  However before this, is the Easter Cafe and 
some of us will be there to welcome you as you arrive.

Thank you for all your prayers and love from all of us.

Pat Muir and Team 
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             Church Toddler Groups

   

         Busy Bees     Little Fishes

Little Fishes and Busy bees have had a lovely term.   Hillhead 
toddler group Busy Bees is a welcoming group on Wednesdays 
between 10 and 11.30am. Little Fishes is at St Columba’s 
10-11.30 on Fridays. 
We often have 40 children at Little Fishes and 30 at Busy Bees. 
Cassie has been doing lots of crafts and painting with the 
children in the small hall (quiet room) at Little Fishes and you 
can admire their handywork on the ‘fridge’ on the noticeboard. 
Mary has been making play-doh for the Busy bees which they 
have really enjoyed. Mums and dads and grandparents and the 
children have been enjoying toast over the winter months. 
Thank you so much to the teams of helpers- we know your work 
is appreciated by all the families and the church. 
Little Fishes is drop-in during school term-time but do speak to 
June if you would like to be on the waiting list for Busy bees.  

Details can also be found on the facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/littlefishestoddlergroup/

https://www.facebook.com/littlefishestoddlergroup/
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Noah’s Ark Sunday Toddler Group

We have had a lovely new toddler group on Sunday mornings 
during the church service called ‘Noah’s Ark toddler group.

It has met each week in the lower hall starting at 
10.30am-11.30am then having coffee with everyone from church 
in the large hall. It has lots of toys and playing but also Bible 
stories, crafts and songs. We have been enjoying the stories of 
Joshua, David and Solomon and really enjoying singing too. 

If you would like to come or know anyone who would like to 
come, then please do contact Gill for Little Fishes or Noah’s Ark 
(Sundays) or June for Busy Bees (Wednesdays).
Details of all the groups can also be found on the Facebook 
page:
https://www.facebook.com/littlefishestoddlergroup/

https://www.facebook.com/littlefishestoddlergroup/


Warm Welcome

‘Warm Welcome’ is open every Wednesday afternoon, 2 till 4pm, 
at the Hillhead Halls. 
As well as providing a warm space for all ages and the 
opportunity for a chat, Kitchen Cupboard runs alongside. Kitchen 
Cupboard (operated by foodbank staff and volunteers) is a great 
resource for groceries and other items for folks who may need 
them. 
Most recently, Christians Against Poverty also have a presence 
at Warm Welcome for a trial period to see if this may be of 
benefit to some in the community.
Warm Welcome is open to everyone! Do drop in for a cup of tea 
and a chat if you are passing! If you would be willing to help out 
on a Wednesday afternoon, with serving tea or coffee, even on 
an occasional basis, please speak with Philip in the first 
instance.
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Churches Walk and Talk Group

Throughout the past two years the Walk and Talk Group has 
combined friendly conversation with gentle walks around 
Kirkintilloch, Lenzie and Waterside.   The pace is suitable for all 
ages, most fitness levels and all are welcome. There are 
currently more than 20 on the WhatsApp group but there is no 
membership, and all are welcome for occasional or regular 
walks. If you would like to join us for a walk then please turn up 
at any of these locations on these dates and we will be delighted 
to see you.
The walk on the 21st of March will be outside of the local areas. 
On this occasion the meeting point shall be at St Columba’s Car 
Park at 1:15pm. Please note the earlier time, and that a car 
sharing operation will take place. Normally, at least ¾ of our 
walkers arrive by car and are happy to provide transport for non-
car users where required.

7 March St Columba’s
14 March Hillhead Basin 
21 March St Columba’s (1:15pm for transport to 

Auchinstarry Quarry)
28 March Ellisland Drive (Bus turning circle)
4 April Kilsyth Road (end of Railway Path)

Trevor Patterson
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MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship)

MAF – Oldest Pilot in a Spitfire

On Monday 5 February, 102-year old MAF co-founder and RAF 
veteran Jack Hemmings became the oldest British pilot to fly a 
Spitfire. It was a poignant moment to celebrate Jack’s passion 
for aviation and dedication to MAF — the organisation he helped 
establish — on the 80th anniversary year of D-Day. 

Flying multi-engine bomber aircraft including the Lockheed 
Hudson during World War II, it was Jack’s first time inside a 
Spitfire — an experience he described as ‘absolutely delightful’. 
Preparing for take-off at London Biggin Hill’s Heritage Hangar 
with an audience of major news outlets, RAF dignitaries and 
MAF friends, Jack said he ‘felt very pleased indeed’ to be going 
up in Britain’s best-loved World War II aircraft.

Jack used the history-making flight to honour his best man, RAF 
Engineer Stuart King, who was involved in the D-Day landings 
with 247 Fighter Squadron. Although Stuart passed away in 
2020, Jack said, ‘Stuart — you would have loved it!’ 
Jack and Stuart helped found MAF UK back in 1948, using a 
Miles Gemini aircraft, to perform the first British humanitarian 
survey of central Africa, which lasted ten months. 

Now the oldest Spitfire pilot is hoping to continue raising 
awareness and funds for MAF, having set up a JustGiving page 
to celebrate his laterlife achievement. Back on the ground after 
enjoying three victory rolls, Jack admitted it was faster than he 
used to fly in the RAF, but was nonetheless ‘thoroughly 
enjoyable’.

Graham Inglis 
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MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) Cont'd



Galentine’s Night—Mums Night Out

On the 20th of February, we held a ‘Galentine’s Night’ for the 
mums that come to Little Fishes, Busy Bees, Noah’s Ark, and 
the Friendship Club. There were over 30 in attendance and the 
night was well received by all. 
"Galentine's Day — a day for women to celebrate their 
friendships with their lady friends. It's Valentine's Day with 
your gals. It's right there in the name."
The goal of this evening was to bring the mums of different 
groups together, create a sense of community within the 
groups, and to show the mums that they are loved and cared 
for by our church and by God. 
The small hall was decorated in pink and white decorations and 
was accompanied by heart shaped foods, pink drinks, and 
home baking. 
Special thank you to Ewan and Andrew for putting the lights 
and décor on the ceiling and to the ladies of Little Fishes and 
Busy Bees for baking, cleaning, and setting up. 
Cassie Carlsen

26



27

Galentine’s Night (cont'd)



Children and Families Worker 

Cassie Carlsen came to Scotland to be a missionary with a 
refugee church in Glasgow and primarily focused on teaching 
English. She came for three months initially and loved it here in 
Glasgow. She enjoyed her time so much that she decided she 
wanted to stay for longer and continue on in missions work.  
 
She told me, “Quite simply I fell in love with Scotland.  I loved 
the people in Glasgow and loved the church I volunteered with. I 
came back to Scotland in order to study and continue to teach 
English. I completed a Graduate Degree in Speech, Language 
and Sociolinguistics this past year at the University of Glasgow.’’ 
In America, Cassie worked organising weddings and also as a 
Behavioural Therapist for children with additional needs.  

‘’I finished my master's and felt my time in Scotland was not 
completed. I wanted to continue in ministry here in Scotland. It 
was a privilege to be hired by St. Columba’s Hillhead where I am 
able to continue in ministry. I have a heart for children, and I feel 
that this is a wonderful fit for me.’’ 
 
‘’My Faith is vital to me. I grew up going to church and always 
believed that my Faith was important to my life.  At one point I 
had to go through a very hard, life-changing circumstance and it 
really tested my faith but ultimately it led me to a place where my 
faith became my own, not just the faith of my mother.’’  
 
‘’I think Scotland is ‘awesome’ and even if the climate is 
sometimes challenging, Scottish people are so friendly.  I have 
made many friends here and Scotland has become a home for 
me.  As long as God wants me to be here, I will happily be 
here.’’ 

Margaret Clayton 
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Flower Rota 2024

Donation Delivery

March 2024

3    Mrs Joan Beattie Lydia Ramsay
10  Mr & Mrs T Sinclair Gilbert French
17  Rev Jim Ferguson Janet Brown
24  Mrs Margaret Boyle Christine Moore
31  Mrs Anne Inglis Mr & Mrs I Muir

April 

7    Wednesday Service Joan Beattie
14  Mrs D Hall & Mrs A Stevenson Moira French
21  Mr & Mrs Brian Ashcroft Julie Reid
28  Mrs Jenny McCallum Glenys Swann

May

5     Mr & Mrs Gilbert French Lydia Ramsay
12   Mr & Mrs I Muir            Gilbert French
19   Mr & Mrs Ian Gibb   Janet Brown
26   Mrs Jane Doyle Christine Moore

June

2    J. Brown & Mr & Mrs Kidd Mr & Mrs I Muir
9    Coffee Time Joan Beattie
16  Rita Powell            Moira French
23  Mr J Stewart & Mrs M Aitken   Julie Reid
30  Mrs M Rogerson Glenys Swann
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     SERVICES

    Sunday Morning Service   10.30am
      Now  livestreamed on 

     (www.kirkintillochstcolumbas.org.uk) 
  OR     on YouTube  (St Columba's Church Kirkintilloch).

         Midweek Service

  Wednesdays at 10am in the Large Hall     

     Tea and Coffee are served after the Sunday Morning  
       Service and the Midweek Service at St Columba's.
 

    Kirkintilloch: St Columba's Hillhead Parish Church
      "To know Him and make Him known"
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